
2025 NSW DF65 State Championships 

 

The DF65 NSW state championship was held at the Port Hunter 16’ Sailing Skiff Club in 
Stockton on the weekend of May 17th-18th.  

Congratulations to the PHSSC management team, members and volunteers for hosting 
and managing the event, catering with ease to the large numbers that turned up. As a newly 
appointed club to the NSWRYA community and ADFRSA family they definitely showed their 
willingness and ability to host large regattas. It was good to see the club work closely with 
the DF Class representatives in preparation for the event which paid its dividends as seen 
in its final execution. Excellent facilities were provided with plenty of parking at the facility 
with ample accommodation and camping nearby. 

 

A record number of entrants were recorded for a DF65 State title event with 41 skippers, 
some travelling great distances to compete (VIC and QLD), split into three fleets. The racing 
started in a lighter NE breeze with the tide coming in, left to right and an eddie current 
flowing right to left making laylines and mark roundings interesting and very tactical, 
bordering on survival. Three seeding fleet races and one full race were held before the wind 
died down to bring on an early lunch and allowed the sea breeze to fill in from the SW which 
was perfect for the course to be set up along the shoreline. The wind picked up steadily for 
the rest of the day with some sailors changing to an A-rig for the 5th race. The sailing was 
predominantly A+-rig for the day with seeding and 5 full races being completed by 4pm. 

 

At the end of Saturday the top of the leaderboard was very tight with three points between 
first and third. Gary Metcalfe brought his five world championship experience with him to 
put on a solid performance claiming a win and another two podiums to put him top of the 
table, Warwick Crossman had steady results for second position two points behind, again 
closely followed by John Wyatt, one point further back, whose results were improving as 
the day drew on. 

 

 

 
 



Pos Skipper # Club Score 1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 Gary Metcalfe 572 RPYC 21 2 2 11 (14) 5 1 

2 Warwick Crossman 03 RPAYC 23 2 (11) 8 3 6 4 

3 John Wyatt 36 SMMC 24 (8) 8 5 4 4 3 

 
 

Everyone arrived early for the bacon and eggs and coffee in the shelter of the clubhouse to 
await the decision on the day's sailing. Unfortunately the wind direction, westerly blowing 
straight onshore, did not allow for a safe course to be set and the inclement weather 
continued to worsen as time closed in on the 10am starting time. A briefing was held in 
which competitors were asked to vote on abandoning sailing for the day, 7 competitors 
voted ‘No’, without a unanimous vote the decision was made to make another call after a 
2hr interval. At 11h30 with no change in the wind direction, nor the inclement weather, the 
regatta was called with 6 races being completed and the leaderboard remaining 
unchanged. 

 

Congratulations to Gary Metcalfe on winning the 2025 DF65 NSW State Championship and 
Warwick Crossman and John Wyatt for second and third respectively.  

 

 

Regards 

John Wyatt 

 


