IOM GP4 Sydney Maritime Modellers - Report

The IOM GP 4 was run by SMMC. The event was held at Norwest Lake, in Bella Vista, Sydney on 20" September.

The event amongst high rise buildings can lead is normally associated with fluky light wind channels. However, today was
different with a persistent westerly funneling down the lake to the fountain like the Wild West.

Everyone started A rigs apart from one, but by the second and third races there was a clamor for the sail boxes for all but
three. Of these three one disappeared past the fountain, one lost its mast, and one was holed and started sinking but
fortunately all yachts were recovered but two did not sail again. Almost all were on B rigs thereafter as the gusts blasted the
lake for the rest of racing. The last of the mishaps was a controller going for a long dive before lunch which turned out to be
lunch for a carp, and a B rig snapped in a collision on a questionable Port start.

After all those dramas, with only a couple of close calls, sailors got into some wonderful rhythms and excellent sailing, but
there was one winner Paul Jones. He dominated the opponents, mastering the weather and all comers winning 18 of 19
races. Paul Morrish #178, Colin Court #80, Darren Jones #53 (who also snagged a win) and Daniel Weizman #17 each had
multiple podiums which must have felt like wins, on a day the Wild West and Paul Jones came to town.

Thanks must go to the PRO John Wyatt who kept a high pace and cool head plus all the helpers from the Committee from
SMMC for the smooth running of the event. These regattas cannot be conducted without the help of our fantastic members.

Thanks should also go out to the competitors who travelled from North and South to attend the event.

Kind regards
Nigel Brimble

SMMC Secretary



