
2026 NSWRYA Marblehead State Championship 
 
The Marblehead NSW States were held at Illawarra Radio Yacht Club (IRYC) in 
Wollongong NSW over the weekend of 18th - 19th July 2026. The event attracted a strong 
fleet of 13 competitors, after a few late withdrawals, from across the eastern States with 
competitors travelling from Victoria, Queensland, Canberra and Sydney to support the Class 
and event. Proceedings started with a minute silence for Colin Court's father and IRYC 
member Kevin Costello, both of whom passed away recently. 
 
Start of racing on Saturday was delayed as the light SW breeze took time to settle into a 
steady but still light SE breeze that stay for the remainder of the day. There were some great 
racing with results being shared between the leading contenders but everyone one had 
moments of glory, which made all the racing interesting and provided some unexpected 
results at times. It was very satisfying to get 12 good races completed on day 1 after the 
delayed start that were sailed in good spirit and a sportsman like manner with all competitors 
enjoying the lovely afternoon winter sun conditions.  
 
Competitors were again met with zero breeze on Sunday, which was further compounded by 
a line of weed across the course, so racing had a delayed start as the PRO contemplated the 
options for the day. Eventually the SE breeze arrived and the weed dissipated sufficiently 
enough to allow racing to commence with slightly larger breaks between races to enable 
competitors to check fins and rudders for weed. Racing again was extremely close as the 
leading contenders battled it out for the glory. Unfortunately, the racing was cut short as the 
weed returned after 4 races so the PRO consulted and after a unanimous vote by the 
competitors the event was called after 16 races.    
 
Congratulations to all competitors for the quality of racing under sometimes trying 
conditions, with the final podium places taken by Scott Condie (1st), Lincoln McDowell 
(2nd) and Andrew Reid (3rd). 
 
Thanks go to the team at IRYC for their efforts in running an enjoyable State title. 
 
Bruce Benoit 
PRO 
 


