NSW DF65 Traveler’s Trophy Round 1 (12/3/26) RPAYC

Seventeen sailors arrived at Pittwater last Thursday for round one of the DF65
Traveler’s Trophy hosted by RPAYC.

A decision was made to run the races as one fleet, good practice for the Nationals
that are less than two weeks away. Steve Merrington was RO again this year and
elected to set the course over at Rowland Reserve, Bayview in a gusty SSE breeze
that had the competitors second guessing their rig choice. Across the ten
completed races A+, A and B rigs each proved to be the correct choice at different
times.

Local sailor Mike “Greeny” Green broke through for his first big DF65 regatta win,
displaying the strong wind expertise that saw him win a Sydney to Hobart Yacht
Race a few years back at the helm of the TP52 “Balance”.

B rig specialist Kel Burgess from RSYS finished second with another consistent
local sailor, Gareth Pike rounding out the top three.

A huge thank you to the RPAYC members, Greg Thomson, Owen Holden, Henry
Skolnik and Frank Costanzo who gave up their day’s racing to help run the event.

Finally, | must also thank Phil Page who came down from the Central Coast and
stepped in as an experienced observer.



